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ROGO\�FRORUHG�SDLQWLQJV�JUDFH�
WKH�OLYLQJ�URRP�ZDOOV�LQ�WKH�
OLJKW�¿OOHG�KRPH�WKDW�/HH�
$��$XOW�VKDUHV�ZLWK�KLV�ZLIH��
5DFKHO��2WKHUV�VLW�SURSSHG�
XS�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU��ZDLWLQJ�WR�

¿QG�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�VSRW�LQ�WKH�:HVWZRRG�
KRPH�WKH�FRXSOH�LV�UHPRGHOLQJ�IROORZLQJ�WKHLU�
SXUFKDVH�D�\HDU�DJR�
$V�KH�GRHV�ZLWK�KLV�DUWZRUN��/HH�EULQJV�

SHRSOH�WRJHWKHU�WR�FUHDWH V\QHUJLVWLF�
DUUDQJHPHQWV��$�)RXQGDWLRQ�WUXVWHH�DQG�
VSHFLDO�DGYLVRU�WR�3URYLGHQFH�6DLQW�-RKQ¶V�
+HDOWK�&HQWHU¶V�ORFDO�ERDUG�RI�GLUHFWRUV��/HH�
SOD\HG�D�NH\�UROH�LQ�EULGJLQJ�GLYLGHV�ZKHQ�
3URYLGHQFH�DVVXPHG�VSRQVRUVKLS�RI�WKH�
+HDOWK�&HQWHU�LQ������
³3XWWLQJ�WZR�FXOWXUHV�WRJHWKHU�FDQ�EH�YHU\�

FKDOOHQJLQJ�´�VD\V�/HH��³,�KDYH�HQRUPRXV�
UHVSHFW�IRU�WKH�PDQDJHPHQWV�RI�ERWK�6DLQW�
-RKQ¶V�DQG�3URYLGHQFH�IRU�ZRUNLQJ�WKURXJK�
GL̇FXOW�LVVXHV�DQG�DUULYLQJ�DW�D�SRLQW�ZKHUH�,�
WKLQN�ZH�QRZ�KDYH�WKH�EHVW�RI�ERWK�ZRUOGV�´
'RQQD�)��7XWWOH��)RXQGDWLRQ�WUXVWHH�DQG�

FKDLU�RI�WKH�+HDOWK�&HQWHU¶V�ORFDO�ERDUG�RI�
GLUHFWRUV��GHVFULEHV�KRZ�/HH�KHOSHG�VKHSKHUG�
WKH�SURFHVV��³/HH¶V�JHQLXV�LV�KLV�DELOLW\�WR�VHW�
DVLGH�WKH�LVVXHV�DQG�FRQIURQW�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�
FKDOOHQJH�WKDW�QHHGV�WR�EH�FRQIURQWHG�DQG�
DFNQRZOHGJHG�´�VKH�VD\V��³2QH�PHPRUDEOH�
H[DPSOH�RI�WKLV�GXULQJ�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�ZDV�LQ�D�
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for combining disparate 
elements to create a 
harmonious blend.

WRITTEN BY NANCY SOKOLER STEINER 
PHOTOGRAPHED BY LAUREN PRESSEY



WINTER 2015, SAINT JOHN'S « 33

PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�0LNH�%XWOHU��WKH�
&22�RI�3URYLGHQFH��DQG�D�VPDOO�
JURXS�RI�GRFWRUV�DQG�WUXVWHHV��
7KH�IUXVWUDWLRQ�OHYHO�RQ�WKH�SDUW�
RI�6DLQW�-RKQ¶V�ZDV�DW�D�FULWLFDO�
SRLQW��/HH�DUWLFXODWHG�WKDW�WKH�
UHDO�SUREOHP�ZDV�D�ODFN�RI�WUXVW��
KH�VXPPDUL]HG�WKH�SRVLWLYH�
PHVVDJH�IURP�The Boys in the 
Boat��7R�EH�RI�FKDPSLRQVKLS�
FDOLEHU��D�FUHZ�PXVW�KDYH�WRWDO�
FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�HDFK�RWKHU�´
6KH�DGGV��³+LV�SRLQW�ZDV�

FOHDU��:H�QHHGHG�WR�GHYHORS�WKH�
WUXVW�EHWZHHQ�3URYLGHQFH�DQG�
6DLQW�-RKQ¶V�DQG�HDFK�RWKHU��LQ�
RUGHU�WR�PDNH�WKH�SDUWQHUVKLS�
ZRUN��7KH�LVVXHV�ZRXOG�WKHQ�
EH�UHVROYHG�LQ�D�FROODERUDWLYH�
PDQQHU��/HH¶V�OHDGHUVKLS�KDV�
EHHQ�LQYDOXDEOH²WR�PH��DQG�WR�
WKH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�ERDUG�´
3DXO�'��1DWWHUVRQ��0'��

IRUPHU�PHGLFDO�VWD̆�SUHVLGHQW�
DQG�IRUPHU�+HDOWK�&HQWHU�
LQWHULP�&02��KDV�VLPLODU�SUDLVH�
IRU�/HH��³+H�KDV�DQ�XQEHOLHYDEO\�
EURDG�EUHDGWK�RI�H[SHULHQFH�
DQG�LV�UHPDUNDEO\�LQVLJKWIXO�´�
VD\V�'U��1DWWHUVRQ��³/HH�KDV�
D�FDSDFLW\�IRU�GUDZLQJ�RQ�KLV�
OLIH�H[SHULHQFHV�WR�SURYLGH�
SHUVSHFWLYHV�WKDW�PRVW�SHRSOH�
ZRXOGQ¶W�FRQVLGHU�´
/HH�EHFDPH�D�WUXVWHH�LQ�������

DW�WKH�EHKHVW�RI�WUXVWHH�&KDUOHV�
)��6PLWK��+H�FXUUHQWO\�VHUYHV�DV�
WUHDVXUHU��FR�FKDLU�RI�WKH�¿QDQFH�
FRPPLWWHH�DQG�FKDLU�RI�WKH�
FRPSHQVDWLRQ�FRPPLWWHH�
³/HH�LV�RQH�RI�P\�IDYRULWH�

SHRSOH�´�VD\V�&KDUOLH��³+H¶V�D�
VWUDWHJLF�WKLQNHU�DQG�DQ�DFWLYH�
SDUWLFLSDQW�LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�KH�
GRHV��<RX�FDQ�H[SHFW�KLP�WR�EH�
GHGLFDWHG�DQG�D�UHDO�GRHU�´
/HH�EULQJV�YDOXDEOH�

H[SHULHQFH�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�
GUDZQ�IURP�KLV�SHUVRQDO�DQG�
SURIHVVLRQDO�OLYHV��$�<DOH�
JUDGXDWH��/HH�VSHQW�IRXU�\HDUV�
DV�D�0DULQH�&RUSV�ṘFHU�DQG�
SLORW��)RU�WZR�RI�WKRVH�\HDUV��
KH�ÀHZ�WKH�)�8�&UXVDGHU��D�
VXSHUVRQLF�MHW�NQRZQ�DV�³WKH�ODVW�

RI�WKH�JXQ¿JKWHUV�´
³,W�ZDV�WKH�EHVW�JUDGXDWH�

VFKRRO�´�VD\V�/HH��³,W�JDYH�PH�
FRQ¿GHQFH�DQG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR�DVVXPH�OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�PDNH�
GHFLVLRQV�DW�D�\RXQJ�DJH�´
+H�VSHQW�¿YH�\HDUV�LQ�3HUX�

DQG�&ROXPELD��ZRUNLQJ�LQ�
YDULRXV�FDSDFLWLHV�IRU�:�5��
*UDFH�	�&R���DQG�JDLQLQJ�D�ORYH�
RI�6RXWK�$PHULFDQ�DUW�
,Q�������ZKLOH�VWLOO�LQ�KLV�

HDUO\���V��/HH�EHFDPH�&(2�RI�
7HOHFUHGLW��D�SXEOLF�FRPSDQ\�
WKDW�ZDV�D�SLRQHHU�DQG�OHDGHU�LQ�
WKH�SD\PHQW�VHUYLFHV�LQGXVWU\��
+H�VHUYHG�DV�&(2�IRU����\HDUV��
XQWLO�7HOHFUHGLW�ZDV�VROG�WR�
(TXLID[��/HH�VHUYHG�RQ�WKH�
(TXLID[�ERDUG�IRU����\HDUV�
,Q�������/HH�UHFHLYHG�D�FDOO�

IURP�KLV�IULHQG�%X]]\�.URQJDUG��
WKHQ�H[HFXWLYH�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�
&HQWUDO�,QWHOOLJHQFH�$JHQF\��
%X]]\�DVNHG�/HH�WR�KHOS�EXLOG�
DQG�OHDG�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�
WHFKQRORJ\�YHQWXUH�¿UP�IXQGHG�
E\�WKH�&,$�ZLWK�WKH�REMHFWLYH�
RI�LQYHVWLQJ�LQ�WHFKQRORJ\�
FRPSDQLHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�KHOS�WKH�
LQWHOOLJHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�VROYH�
VRPH�RI�LWV�SUHVVLQJ�FKDOOHQJHV�
:KLOH�WKH�FDOO�ZDV�D�FRPSOHWH�

VXUSULVH��/HH�ZDV�LQWULJXHG�E\�
WKH�FKDOOHQJH�DQG��EHIRUH�WKH�
FDOO�HQGHG��KH�DJUHHG�WR�EHFRPH�
FKDLUPDQ�RI�WKH�,Q�4�7HO�
ERDUG��D�SRVLWLRQ�KH�KHOG�IRU�
VHYHQ�\HDUV��
+H¶V�JODG�KH�GLG��³,W�ZDV�

D�ZRQGHUIXO�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
ZRUN�ZLWK�VRPH�LQFUHGLEO\�

WDOHQWHG�SHRSOH�LQ�GLVFRYHULQJ�
DQG�GHOLYHULQJ�LPSRUWDQW�
WHFKQRORJ\�WR�WKH�&,$�DQG�
RWKHU�JRYHUQPHQW�LQWHOOLJHQFH�
DJHQFLHV��6HYHUDO�FRPSDQLHV�
,Q�4�7HO�LQYHVWHG�LQ�KDYH�JRQH�
SXEOLF�RU�ZHUH�ERXJKW�RXW�E\�
FRPSDQLHV�VXFK�DV�*RRJOH��
,%0��+3�DQG�0LFURVRIW��
7RGD\�,Q�4�7HO�SURYLGHV�WKH�
LQWHOOLJHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�ZLWK�
D�YDOXDEOH�OLQN�WR�WKH�KLJK�
WHFK�YHQWXUH�FDSLWDO�ZRUOG�
DQG�LV�D�JUHDW�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�WKH�SULYDWH�
VHFWRU�ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU�WR�
SURGXFH�SRVLWLYH�UHVXOWV�´
+H�GHVFULEHV�KLV�H[SHULHQFH�

ZLWK�WKH�+HDOWK�&HQWHU�
VLPLODUO\��³7KH�FRPSHWHQFH��
FRPPLWPHQW�DQG�FDULQJ�WKDW�
LV�LQKHUHQW�LQ�WKH�SHRSOH�DQG�
FXOWXUH�LV�DQ�LQYDOXDEOH�DVVHW�
WKDW�KDV�JUHDW�DSSHDO�WR�RXU�
YDULRXV�FRQVWLWXHQWV��LQFOXGLQJ�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�JHQHUDO�´�
/HH�DQG�5DFKHO�KDYH�EHHQ�

PDUULHG�IRU����\HDUV�DQG�KDYH�D�
EOHQGHG�IDPLO\�FRPSULVHG�RI���
FKLOGUHQ�DQG����JUDQGFKLOGUHQ��
/HH¶V�JUHDWHVW�SOHDVXUHV�
KDYH�LQFOXGHG�WKH�VKDULQJ�RI�
H[SHULHQFHV�VXFK�DV�VNLLQJ��

VSRUWV�DQG�WUDYHO�ZLWK�IDPLO\�
DQG�IULHQGV�
$IWHU�PRYLQJ�WR�/RV�$QJHOHV�

LQ�������5DFKHO�VHUYHG�DV�D�
GRFHQW�IRU����\HDUV�DW�/$&0$�
DQG�ZDV�DFWLYH�ZLWK�WKH�/RV�
$QJHOHV�-XQLRU�3KLOKDUPRQLF�
&RPPLWWHH�ZKHUH�VKH�ZDV�FR�
SUHVLGHQW�IRU�WZR�\HDUV��

5DFKHO�VD\V�KHU�KXVEDQG�
ZRXOG�KDYH�PDGH�D�JUHDW�
GLSORPDW��³/HH�FDQ�VD\�YHU\�
GLVDJUHHDEOH��WUXH�WKLQJV�LQ�
D�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�DQG�QRQ�
R̆HQVLYH�ZD\��3HRSOH�KHDU�
KLP�DQG�WKH\¶UH�JHQHUDOO\�QRW�
SHUVRQDOO\�R̆HQGHG�´
,Q������/HH�VX̆HUHG�D�

VHULRXV�DFFLGHQW�DW�WKHLU�ODNHVLGH�
KRPH�LQ�&DPGHQ��0DLQH��
ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�ÀLSSHG�RXW�RI�D�
KDPPRFN��7KH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�IDOO�
EURNH�KLV�QHFN�DQG�LQMXUHG�KLV�
VSLQDO�FRUG��LQLWLDOO\�SDUDO\]LQJ�
KLP�IURP�WKH�QHFN�GRZQ�
'XULQJ�KLV�WKUHH�PRQWKV�RI�

KRVSLWDOL]DWLRQ��/HH�GHHSO\�
YDOXHG�WKH�FDULQJ�DQG�VNLOO�RI� 
KLV�FDUHJLYHUV��³7KH\�ZHUH�
SHUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�IXO¿OOHG�SHRSOH�
,�KDG�HYHU�NQRZQ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�
ZHUH�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�KHOSLQJ�
SHRSOH�HYHU\�GD\�´�KH�VD\V��+LV�
H[SHULHQFH�DOVR�UHLQYLJRUDWHG�KLV�
FRPPLWPHQW�WR�VXSSRUW�6DLQW�
-RKQ¶V�+HDOWK�&HQWHU��³,�VHH�WKDW�
VDPH�VSLULW�DW�6DLQW�-RKQ¶V² 
WKDW�JHQXLQH�FRPSDVVLRQ�IRU� 
WKH�SDWLHQW�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�
WKDW�GLVWLQJXLVKHV�XV�DV�D� 
JUHDW�KRVSLWDO�´
/HH�VWLOO�ZDONV�ZLWK�D�OLPS�

DQG�XVHV�D�FDQH��EXW�RQH�ZRXOG�
QHYHU�JXHVV�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�KLV�
RULJLQDO�LQMXULHV��$OWKRXJK�KH�
VX̆HUV�IURP�OLQJHULQJ�KHDOWK�
LPSDFWV�WKDW�DUHQ¶W�YLVLEOH��KH�
SUHIHUV�WR�WDON�DERXW�WKH�JLIWV�WKH�
H[SHULHQFH�JDYH�KLP�
³,�ZDV����\HDUV�ROG�DQG�GLGQ¶W�

NQRZ�LI�,�ZRXOG�ZDON�DJDLQ��
EXW�,�JHQXLQHO\�IHOW�WKDQNIXO�WR�
KDYH�OHG�VXFK�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�
GLYHUVH�OLIH�´�KH�VD\V��³<RX�OHDUQ�
IURP�DOO�\RXU�H[SHULHQFHV²HYHQ�
WKH�QHJDWLYH�RQHV��,�OHDUQHG�
WR�EH�PRUH�HPSDWKHWLF�DQG�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��,�OHDUQHG�WR�
DSSUHFLDWH�OLIH�HYHQ�PRUH�DQG�
OLYH�OLIH�GD\�E\�GD\�´ 
+H�VXPV�XS�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�

ZLWK�D�¿WWLQJ�DQDORJ\��³,�VWULYH�
HYHU\�GD\�WR�PDNH�HDFK�GD\�D�
PDVWHUSLHFH�´��

Lee’s genius is his ability to 
set aside the issues and confront the 
underlying challenge that needs to 
be confronted and acknowledged.”  

—Donna F. Tuttle


